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REBELLION, rebel'yun, OF 1837, a
simultaneous uprising in the two provinces
of Eastern Canada, made by the radical po-
litical element in an effort to secure a more
representative government. By the Con-
stitutional Act of 1791 Canada had been
divided into Upper Canada (later Ontario)
and Lower Canada (later Quebec). For fifty
years these two provinces maintained sepa-
rate governments; each was ruled by a gov-
ernor, an executive council corresponding to
a cabinet, a legislative council and an as-
sembly elected by the people. As the gov-
ernor and the legislative and executive coun-
cils were appointed by the king, there was
great discontent over the operation of the
law. In Lower Canada, occupied largely by
French, discontent arose almost immediately,
and there continued to be friction between
the assembly, made up almost entirely of
French, on the one hand, and the legislative
council and the governor, all English, on the
other. The troubles came to a focus in 1837.
The assembly wanted full control of the
provincial treasury, an elective legislative
council and the right to fix the status of the
French language and the Roman Catholic
religion in the province. The British gov-
ernment sent over a commission to examine
the situation. Its recommendations pre-
cipitated an armed revolt led by Louis
Joseph Papineau (which see). There were
several small engagements between the rebels
and the British forces, but the trouble was
quickly put down.
Parallel with this movement for political
reform in the lower province, a similar one
bad been taking place in Upper Canada.
There, even greater emphasis was placed
upon responsible government, and the more
radical element dreamed of complete inde-
pendence and a republic. Emboldened by the
revolt in the lower province, William L.
Mackenzie Broke with Baldwin and the more
moderate reformers and organized a rebel-
lion, renouncing all allegiance to England,
This was soon quelled.
Thus the rebellion in each quarter ended
in a fiasco. It had one important result,
 however. Lord Durham was sent over from
England as Governor-General and High
Commissioner; and although he failed to
cope with the situation successfully as an
administrator, a famous report prepared by
him in 1839, suggesting the causes of the
trouble and remedies for it, led to the Act
of Union of 1840. See canada, subhead
History.
RECALL, the, a provision in government
which enables the people to remove officials
from office before the end of their term. Orig-
inally the law applied only to officials who
were elected, but its application has been ex-
tended to appointive offices and, in some
states, to judges. Proceedings under the re-
call act are begun by filing, with a designated
official, a petition which has the required
number of signatures (twenty to thirty per
cent of the voters at the last election), and
sets forth charges against the official whose
removal is sought. Thereupon a recall elec-
tion is ordered. The name of the official ac-
cused is placed on the ballot, and other candi-
dates are placed in nomination by the usual
method. The special election thus ordered
is conducted like any other. If the accused
official receives a majority vote, he is vindi-
cated and remains in office. If another can-
didate receives a majority, the accused is re-
tired. The recall was first adopted in Amer-
ica in Los Angeles, Calif., in 1903, and has
since been adopted for state-wide purposes in
more than twenty states and in many cities.
See initiative; referendum.
BECEIPT, re seetf, a written acknowledg-
ment or account of something received, as
money or goods. A receipt for money may
be in part or in full payment of a debt, and
if true, not fraudulently secured and un-
contradicted by other evidence, it operates as
an acquittance or discharge of the debt or
part of the debt which it includes. A receipt
should specify for what it is given—for pay-
ment in full, for payment on account, or for
payment of some special account. A bill
marked paid is a receipt.
RECEIVER, reseev'er, usually one ap-
pointed by a court to take charge of money or
property involved in litigation between par-
ties. Sometimes a receiver is appointed to
manage the property of an incompetent per-
son, A receiver is an officer of the court and
is empowered to collect rents, issues and prof-
fits thereof pending the final settlement.
Property which is subject to judicial eoi*

